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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1 -92 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamamoto (7228339) in view of Iwamura (6807285). 

Claims 1-4 Yamamoto discloses an image processing method which uses an 
image processing apparatus (Remote Printer, Fig.3) for receiving color image data so 
as to store the data into a storage section (Storage service, Fig. 3) and then 
performing the output processing of the color image data (Fig. 12, Picture M9) stored in 
said storage section, (Col. 18 Lines 33-67 and Col. 19 Lines 1-38-thus Yamamoto 
discloses clearly a method that shows how users sent an image data (Picture M9) 
to a printer) said method comprising the steps of 

authenticating the requestor of the output processing of the received color 
image data; (Col. 7 Lines 43-60, Fig. 1 El. 33-th us the user has to issue a password 
and ID for it to verified before access is granted). 

extracting a specific color portion (Confidential data) of the received color 
image data, when the authentication is not completed; and stopping the output of the 
extracted specific color portion. (Col. 4 Lines 40-67 and Col. 5 Lines 1-28, thus when 
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the user sent his or her personnel information for authentication since this 
information is confidential it is taking out of the printed image). 

Yamamoto is silent about how the personnel information is transmitted and 
extracted from the actual image data. 

Iwamura clearly teaches extracting a specific color portion (Confidential data) 
of the received color image data, when the authentication is not completed; and 
stopping the output of the extracted specific color portion. (Abstract Lines 4-9, Col. 7 
Lines 33-66-thus the confidential information is watermarked or made invisible to the 
public or not printed). Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art to 
modify Yamamoto's printing system to include Iwamura's printing system an extracting 
section that makes confidential data invincible or not public so that disclosed by 
Iwamura in Col. 1 Lines 30-50. 

Claims 5-8 An image processing apparatus for receiving color image 
data so as to store the data into a storage section (Storage service, Fig. 3) and then 
performing the output processing of the color image data stored in said storage section, 
(Col. 4 lines 3-25, Fig. 1 Clearly shows that the image is sent to the storage sever 
and eventually printed in El. 11) said apparatus comprising: 

an authenticating section (Fig. 1 El. 21) for authenticating the requestor of the 
output processing of the received color image data; (Col. 4 Lines 49-53-thus the users 
are verified before access is granted to the user). 
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an extracting section for extracting a specific color portion of the received color 
image data, when the authentication is not completed in said authenticating section; and 
an output stopping section for stopping the output of the specific color portion extracted 
by said extracting section. (Col. 4 Lines 40-67 and Col. 5 Lines 1-28, thus when the 
user sent his or her personnel information for authentication since this 
information is confidential it is taking out of the printed image). 

Yamamoto is silent about how the personnel information is transmitted and 
extracted from the actual image data. 

Iwamura clearly teaches extracting a specific color portion (Confidential data) 
of the received color image data, when the authentication is not completed; and 
stopping the output of the extracted specific color portion. (Abstract Lines 4-9, Col. 7 
Lines 33-66-thus the confidential information is watermarked or made invisible to the 
public or not printed). Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art to 
modify Yamamoto's printing system to include Iwamura's printing system an extracting 
section that makes confidential data invincible or not public so that disclosed by 
Iwamura in Col. 1 Lines 30-50. 

Claims 9-12, Yamamoto (Col. 4 Lines 16-25, Fig. 1 El. 20-thus both the 
personnel and the image is stored in a different sections of the data storage 
section ) in view of Iwamura wherein said storage section comprises: a semiconductor 
storage device for storing the specific color portion of the received image data; and a 
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magnetic storage device for storing a non-specific color portion other than the specific 
color portion of the received image data. 

Claim 13-16, Yamamoto (Col. 7 Lines 35-45-thus the data are temporarily 
stored) in view of Iwamura further comprising a deleting section for deleting the 
specific color portion which is stored in said storage section and the output processing 
of which is completed, once the output processing is completed. 

Claim 17-20, Yamamoto (Col.5 Lines 42-51, Fig. 1 El. 22) in view of Iwamura 
further comprising an encrypting section for encrypting the specific color portion to be 
stored into said storage section. 

Claim 21-24, Yamamoto (Fig. 4, El. P51 clearly shows that print data are 
received when they are sent by the user) in view of Iwamura, further comprising a 
specific color reception section for receiving the specification of a specific color. 

Claim 25-32, " wherein importance levels are set for said specific colors" reads 
on Imamura's fig 5 since it breaks the image data into various parts. 

Claim 33-36, Yamamoto in view of Iwamura (Col. 9 Lines 11-16, Fig. 5-thus 
the embedded information is extracted from the image data and therefore it is 
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part of the Character portion of the image) discloses wherein said specific color 
portion is a character portion in a specific color. 

Claim 37-40, Yamamoto in view of Iwamura (Col. 9 Lines 11-16, Fig. 5-thus 
the embedded information is extracted from the image data and therefore it is 
part of the Character portion of the image) discloses, wherein 
said specific color portion is a graphics portion containing a specific color. 

Claim 41-44, Yamamoto in view of Iwamura (Col. 13 Lines 4-20) wherein said 
output stopping section replaces the specific color portion with a predetermined mark. 

Claim 45-48, Yamamoto in view of Iwamura (Col. 6 Lines 45-65-thus the 
discrimination circuit takes the confidential and the non-confidential sections and 
therefore shows the user which side of the image data is for the public and which 
are secret) discloses a notifying section for notifying the output stop of the specific color 
portion, when the output of the specific color portion is stopped. 

Claim 49-51, Yamamoto discloses an image processing apparatus for receiving 
color image data so as to store the data into a storage section (Storage service, Fig. 3) 
and then performing output processing (Printing) including the transmission of the color 
image data stored in said storage section, (Col. 4 lines 3-25, Fig. 1 Clearly shows that 
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the image is sent to the storage sever and eventually printed in El. 11) said 
apparatus comprising: 

a destination storing section (Fig. 1 El. 20) for storing a destination to which the 
transmission of a specific color portion of the received color image data is allowed; (Col. 
4 Lines 5-15) 

an extracting section for extracting the specific color portion of the received 
color image data, when the destination of the received color image data is not stored in 
said destination storing section; and an output stopping section for stopping the output 
of the specific color portion extracted by said extracting section. (Col. 4 Lines 40-67 
and Col. 5 Lines 1-28, thus when the user sent his or her personnel information 
for authentication since this information is confidential it is taking out of the 
printed image). 

Yamamoto is silent about how the personnel information is transmitted and 
extracted from the actual image data. 

Iwamura clearly teaches extracting a specific color portion (Confidential data) 
of the received color image data, when the authentication is not completed; and 
stopping the output of the extracted specific color portion. (Abstract Lines 4-9, Col. 7 
Lines 33-66-thus the confidential information is watermarked or made invisible to the 
public or not printed). Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art to 
modify Yamamoto's printing system to include Iwamura's printing system an extracting 
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section that makes confidential data invincible or not public so that disclosed by 
Iwamura in Col. 1 Lines 30-50. 



Claim 52-56, Yamamoto in view of Iwamura discloses wherein 
said output processing includes the transmission of the image data, and wherein 
said apparatus further comprises an encrypting section (Yamamoto: Fig. 1 El. 22) for 
encrypting the specific color portion of the image data to be transmitted. (Yamamoto: 
Col. 5 Lines 14-25-thus the secret or confidential data are password protected or 
encrypted) 

Claim 57-62, Yamamoto (Fig. 1 EL 23 shows clearly that the image data is 
transmitted to a printer) in view of Iwamura discloses a transmitting section for 
transmitting specific color information concerning the specific color. 

Claim 63-66, Yamamoto in view of Iwamura discloses an image processing 
apparatus for receiving color image data so as to store the data into a storage section 
(Storage service, Fig. 3) and then performing output processing including the 
transmission of the color image data stored in said storage section or alternatively the 
transmission with the exclusion of a specific color, (Col. 4 lines 3-25, Fig. 1 Clearly 
shows that the image is sent to the storage sever and eventually printed in El. 11) 
said apparatus comprising: 
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an acquiring section (Fig. 2 El. 13-thus the data is acquired by the user 
entering the information into the system) for acquiring specific color information 
concerning the specific color of the received color image data (Col. 5 Lines 29-41-thus 
the data is uploaded in to the system) 

a destination storing section (Fig. 1 El. 20) for storing a destination to which the 
transmission of the specific color portion of the received color image data is allowed 
(Col. 4 Lines 5-15). 

Yamamoto is silent about how the personnel information entered for 
authentication is extracted from the actual image data 

Iwamura discloses an extracting section for extracting the specific color portion 
of the received color image data; and an output stopping section for stopping the output 
of the specific color portion extracted by said extracting section, when said determining 
section determines that the destination of the color image data is not stored in said 
destination storing section. (Abstract Lines 4-9, Col. 7 Lines 33-66-thus the confidential 
information is watermarked or made invisible to the public or not printed). 

Moreover Iwamura determines a determining section (Fig. 2 El. 202) for 
determining whether the destination of the color image data the specific color 
information of which is acquired by said acquiring section is stored in said destination 
storing section or not. (Col. 9 Lines 34-45-thus the discrimination circuit makes the 
determination of which part of the image is confidential and which part is not). 
Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art to modify Yamamoto's 
printing system to include Iwamura's printing system an extracting section that makes 
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confidential data invincible or not public so that disclosed by Iwamura in Col. 1 Lines 30- 
50. 

Claims 67-71, Yamamoto (Col. 5 Lines 1-10-thus the personnel information 
entered which is used for authentication are extracted and kept confidential) in 

view of Iwamura discloses wherein said specific color information is added to the 
received image data, while said acquiring section acquires the specific color information 
added to the received image data. 

Claims 72-78, Yamamoto in view of Iwamura (Col. 8 Lines 37-51 -thus the 
picture shown in Fig. 11 comprises a lot of colors) discloses wherein 
a plurality of colors are used as said specific color. 

Claims 79-84, Yamamoto in view of Iwamura discloses an information 
processing apparatus comprising: 

a reception section for receiving specific color information concerning a specific 
color (Yamamoto: Fig. 4 El. P51 shows clearly a section that receives the 
transmitted object) and 

a converting section for converting into said specific color a predetermined color 
in the image data to be transmitted to said image processing apparatus (Yamamoto: 
Col. 5 Lines 40-51) . 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/796,1 81 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2625 

Claims 85-92, Yamamoto in view of Iwamura discloses an information 
processing device that further comprising 

an adding section for adding the specific color information received by said 
reception section to the image data to be transmitted, (Yamamoto: Col. 5 Lines 1-10- 
thus the personnel information is added to the image data to be transmitted) 
wherein said information processing apparatus transmits the image data to which the 
specific color information is added by said adding section (Fig. 1 El. 23 shows clearly 
the transmission section of the system). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AKWASI M. SARPONG whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3438. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am- 
5:00pm est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on 571-272-7440. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
AMS 

03/04/2008 
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